
 

February,2026

Fellow ARRL Southeastern Virginia, Richmond Area Hams, Eastern
Shore, Northern Neck, Peninsula, and Middle Peninsula Operators,

Dear ARRL Club Officers and Members,

      WFD was a snow blow out for most clubs. At least one club was able 
to have an outdoor FD, and one club had a creative alternative for WFD.

      Please read up and participate in the many ARRL initiatives for the 
250th Anniversary of the birth of our country. Lots of opportunities to get 
members involved.

      The Middle Peninsula Amateur Radio Club had a successful Hamfest 
and the Virginia Wireless Society sponsors the VA State Convention on 
March 15th.

       The Sterling Park ARC sponsors the Virginia QSO Party on March 21-
22.

                                                                                      73,

                                                                            Ed Gibbs KW4GF



                 Activate Your Club Call During the VA QSO Party







                                                           VIRGINIA WIRELESS SOCIETY
                                                       ARRL VIRGINIA STATE CONVENTION

   The upcoming ARRL VA Section Convention is on Mar 15th at Oakton HS, in 
Vienna VA.  The convention will be live streamed via Zoom and the link 
is:  https://us05web.zoom.us/j/82991785201?
pwd=ZJp0tFWtvXQa5w0zilnBQDRorETsux.1  You should not need it, but the 
Meeting ID: 829 9178 5201 & Passcode: 385178.  Hope to see you at the 
Convention, but if not, please join via Zoom. 

                                          Virginia QSO Party

 State QSO Parties were my gateway to contesting. The Virginia QSO is a terrific 
event. The Sterling Park Amateur Radio Club sponsors the party and does a 
fantastic job of administering it. The VAQP is on March 21 and March 22. Details 
at: https://www.qsl.net/sterling/VA_QSO_Party/2026_VQP/2026_VQP_Main.html

With the QSO Party, an amateur radio operator can be awarded a Worked All Virginia 
cerƟficate from the Rappahannock Valley Amateur Radio Club. Details are at:

RVARC - Worked All Virginia Award

                        Worked All Virginia Award

Sponsor: Rappahannock Valley Amateur Radio Club, Fredericksburg, Virginia

Object: To promote amateur radio activity within the state of Virginia, and to encourage radio contacts with
Virginia amateurs.

Available to Radio Amateurs worldwide who have made 2-way amateur radio contact with at least 50 Virginia
counties or Independent Cities. Contacts can be made from any QTH.

The Basic Award is attained by contacting 50 counties or Independent Cities.

Continue below:



The Golden Endorsement requires contact with all 95 counties or an Independent City bordering the county
claimed. If using the Independent City to claim credit for working a county, you may use that Independent
City credit for only ONE county (for example, if you work a station in Richmond, you can't claim credit for
working Henrico County AND Chesterfield County.

The Virginia Presidents Endorsement requires communication with a station in each of the 95 counties (not a
bordering Independent City) AND each of the Independent Cities.

All modes and amateur frequencies are eligible for use in attaining this award. No repeater, phone patch, or
cross-mode QSO's allowed.

Fees: $5.00 (U.S.) for the Basic Award to cover cost of printing and mailing. A self-addressed stamped
envelope (SASE) is required to get the endorsement stickers.

Applications  for  the  Worked  All  Virginia  (WAV)  Award  certificate  must  be  submitted  on  the  WAV
Application form along with the Counties and Independent Cities record sheet showing callsign and county
of station worked, date, time (UTC), band, and mode.

The WAV Award Managers reserve the right to spot check any QSO's for validity by requesting QSL cards
or contacting the listed station to confirm the QSO.

Send completed forms to:

Rappahannock Valley Amateur Radio Club
C/O Worked All Virginia Award
PO Box 1496
College Station
Fredericksburg, VA 22402

Forms:
Download/print the Application form and County and Cities record sheets below





Affected Booklets and Required Updates:
 General Exam – Version 3-6-2023: Replace QuesƟon 2
 General Exam – Version 3-10-2023: Replace QuesƟon 13
 Extra Exam – Version 4-1-2024: Replace QuesƟon 30

InstrucƟons for Booklet Repair:
 Do NOT discard these booklets. Patch the withdrawn quesƟons using the official 

replacement text provided by ARRL VEC.
 The three patch documents (dated Feb. 2026) are available on the Exam Booklets webpage.
 Cut out the replacement quesƟon and affix it over the original using tape or glue. The 

replacement will fully cover the withdrawn quesƟon.
 Answer posiƟons remain unchanged, so grading templates and answer keys will conƟnue to 

align properly.
For Teams PrinƟng Their Own Exams in the Field:
 

You must either --
 Print new exams, or
 Replace the quesƟons on affected exams.

If replacing the quesƟon, ensure the correct answer posiƟon matches the original answer key to 
maintain grading accuracy.
 

Thank you for your aƩenƟon to this update and for your conƟnued service.
 

ARRL VEC Team
 

ARRL The NaƟonal AssociaƟon for Amateur Radio®

225 Main Street, Newington, CT 06111-1494 USA
Phone: 1-800-927-7583
FAX: 1-860-594-0339
Email: VEC@arrl.org

 



https://www.arrl.org/america250-was
W1AW/Portal on the Air:  Listed below are the states operating as W1AW/P

through March 11th.
01/14/2026 West Virginia W1AW/8
01/14/2026 Louisiana W1AW/5
01/14/2026 South Carolina W1AW/4
01/21/2026 Illinois W1AW/9
01/28/2026 Maine W1AW/1
01/28/2026 Utah W1AW/7
02/04/2026 Alabama W1AW/4
02/04/2026 Indiana W1AW/9
02/04/2026 Vermont W1AW/1
02/04/2026 Kansas W1AW/0
02/11/2026 MassachuseƩs W1AW/1
02/11/2026 Florida W1AW/4
02/18/2026 Texas W1AW/5
02/18/2026 Michigan W1AW/8
02/25/2026 Arizona W1AW/7
02/25/2026 Georgia W1AW/4
03/04/2026 No acƟvaƟons  

03/11/2026 Virginia W1AW/4
   

   

 



                                   ED GIBBS KW4GF

Assistant Section Manager, ARRL Virginia Section

Email: beachteach15@yahoo.com

Phone (757) 274-5793



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



ED GIBBS KW4GF

                     Assistant Section Manager

      KW4GF@ARRL.NET
 

 


