
 

                                            EAST OF I-95  AMATEUR RADIO NEWS

                                                             April ,2026

Fellow ARRL Southeastern Virginia, Richmond Area Hams, Eastern
Shore, Northern Neck, Peninsula, and Middle Peninsula Operators,
Dear ARR

Dear ARRL Club Officers and Members,
   I hope you’ve enjoyed Spring coming upon us. As I sit here in VA 
Beach, the temperatures are reaching 80 degrees and the skies are blue. 
Why am I typing this and not activating POTA? Well, hopefully there will 
be more days like today.
   Even though the bands were not ideal, the Virginia QSO Party created a
very busy 40m with other bands coming in at different times. I hope 
some of you were able to participate in the QSO Party.
   Our new Section Manager, Mike Aimone WA8AHZ, began his term on 
April 1 and has reappointed some familiar faces while appointing some 
new ones. I will publish a list of the new appointees in the newsletter.
 
                                                                                      73,
                                                                            Ed Gibbs KW4GF





Please email me any time if you wish to talk or have a question; contact
information below.

Mike

Michael Aimone, WA8AHZ
Section Manager

Serving ARRL Members in Virginia
Email: WA8AHZ@arrl.org

Website: www.ARRLVA.com

--------------------------------------------------------------------
ARRL Virginia Section

Section Manager: Michael A Aimone, WA8A

 

                                            Ham Radio To and On the 
Moon- Coming Soon ?

                                                                 AMATEUR RADIO OPERATORS ON MOON 
MISSION ABOARD ARTEMIS 2 — Amateur Radio Newsline





International Space Station (ISS). In the United States, sponsors are the American 
Radio Relay League (ARRL), Amateur Radio Digital Communications (ARDC), 
Radio Amateur Satellite Corporation (AMSAT), NASA’s Space Communications and
Navigation program (SCaN) and the ISS National Lab—Space Station Explorers. 
The primary goal of ARISS is to promote exploration of science, technology, 
engineering, the arts, and mathematics topics. ARISS does this by organizing 
scheduled contacts via amateur radio between crew members aboard the ISS and 
students. Before and during these radio contacts, students, educators, parents, and 
communities take part in hands-on learning activities tied to space, space 
technologies, and amateur radio. For more information, see http://www.ariss.org.
 
 

                               RASON’s (Radio Amateur Society Of
Norfolk)Contribution to Education



 

                                                                                     FROM THE ARRL Weekly Letter:



Growing an Army of Young Hams in New York
A high school teacher in New York City, with help from the ARRL Teachers InsƟtute on Wireless 
Technology (TI), has successfully licensed nearly 700 students in the past two years as part of a 
wide-ranging program that is teaching students in two schools that radio today is a central part of 
just about everything! On March 12, ARRL Director of EducaƟon and Learning Steve Goodgame, 
K5ATA, and Hudson Division Director Ed Wilson, N2XDD, traveled to Staten Island Technical High 
School to help lead teacher Everton Henriques, KD2ZZT, administer license exams to 143 students, 
resulƟng in 131 new hams and 14 upgrades. According to Goodgame, Henriques’s formula for 
success is “geƫng kids engaged, with lots of hands-on stuff.” He says everything is project-based 
and there is lots of crossover to the school’s roboƟcs program. “Now,” adds Goodgame, “he’s 
working with a teacher at the adjacent McKee High School.

 

 

                                                          CARS
(Chesapeake Amateur Radio Service) and POTA
on the Outer Banks (OBX)

                                                                              
Facebook  ( Right Click-Open Hyperlink)

Rich Balas, W2RB, mentors a McKee High
School student as he makes his first HF
contact. [Photo by Steve Goodgame,

K5ATA]



                                            The SecƟon Manager’s Strategic Plan 
for ARRL Virginia SecƟon



 

 

                                           OPT-In for SecƟon Manager NewsleƩers: Let 
club members know

     Request the Club leadership mention to their members to “opt-in” to subscribing 



to the ARRL Division and Section Manager Newsletters.  Only 57% of ARRL 
members across the Commonwealth receive the monthly Section Manager 
newsletter.  To opt in, members are requested to sign into the ARRL.org website 
and click on your name just above the Log in button.  Once at the My Account 
webpage, under Communications on the left-hand side of the webpage click on E-
Newsletters and Notifications.  Press Edit in the upper right side of the Opt In/Opt 
Out page and click Division and Section News.  Don’t forget to press Save at the 
bottom of the edited page to save your change. 

ARRL Hosts Successful HamSCI 2026 Workshop



 

HamSCI – the Ham Radio Science CiƟzen InvesƟgaƟon program – encourages radio amateurs to 
collect data that scienƟsts use in their research on ionospheric phenomena. This year’s workshop 
featured 17 oral presentaƟons, 3 tutorials, 5 demonstraƟons, and 31 posters, and drew 
researchers from MIT, Virginia Tech, Saint Francis University, Dartmouth College, Boston College, 
and others.
 



Click to Watch the HamSCI 2026 Video Recap (YouTube)
 

ParƟcipants toured ARRL Headquarters, including W1AW, where many had an opportunity to get on the air
using the world's most famous call sign.

 

The workshop opened with Dr. Nathaniel Frissell, W2NAF, lead
organizer of the HamSCI community, who set the stage for the 
weekend’s acƟviƟes, followed by ARRL CEO David Minster, 
NA2AA, who welcomed the parƟcipants. Minster recognized 
the HamSCI community for its notable contribuƟons to 
amateur radio. The keynote speaker at Saturday evening’s 
banquet was NASA astrophysicist and CiƟzen Science Officer 
Dr. Marc Kuchner. The workshop also included a field trip to 
tour ARRL Headquarters, and aƩendees were invited to 
parƟcipate in late-night operaƟng from the iconic W1AW 
staƟon.
 

One overriding theme of the conference was that you don’t need to be a scienƟst to contribute 
valuable data. HamSCI’s basic Personal Space Weather StaƟon, which costs around $100, can 
observe space weather effects both as a single-point measurement and as part of a larger 

ARRL CEO David Minster, NA2AA,
welcomed parƟcipants to the workshop.



enhance the real-Ɵme propagaƟon assessments sought by amateur radio operators.
 

For many parƟcipants, the chance to operate from W1AW was a highlight of the weekend. ARRL 
Senior Director of MarkeƟng and InnovaƟon Bob Inderbitzen, NQ1R, described the atmosphere at 
the staƟon as “energeƟc.” All six guest operaƟng posiƟons were occupied unƟl closing Ɵme at 
11:30 PM Saturday. ParƟcipants were treated to a first-ever 630-meter contact from W1AW, a 
contact with the J51A DXpediƟon to Guinea-Bissau, and a QSO between W1AW and a remotely-
controlled staƟon in Bonaire, operated by Inderbitzen as PJ4/NQ1R with both control operators in 
the same room! The roughly 35 visiƟng operators had a chance to use equipment from mulƟple 
manufacturers, notably Icom, Yaesu, Kenwood and FlexRadio. Ryusuke Takata, JI1VHV, who had 
traveled from Japan to aƩend the workshop, made 46 contacts in 20 minutes! Each visitor leŌ with
a personalized cerƟficate, and several considered it a once-in-a-lifeƟme experience.
 

Click to View the HamSCI 2026 Photo Album (Google Photo Album)
 



                                   SOUTHEASTERN VIRGINIA REGIONAL 
HAM RADIO FEST AND SWAP MEET

August 8, 2026

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS HALL
12742 NETTLES DR

NEWPORT NEWS VA
Lat: 37° 08865′ N Lon: 76° 49548′  W

 
                                                                                              HYPERLINK TO:
 
                  SOUTHEASTERN VIRGINIA REGIONAL HAM RADIO FEST AND SWAP 
MEET – Come find that special item you been looking for!

                                                                                                                      Other Virginia 
Hamfests soon:

 

                                                                     April 11th= Thawfest, Greene County Amateur 
Radio Club, 8-11:30 AM, Madison County High School,
                                                                                         68 Mountaineer Lane, 
Madison, VA,22727- Parking Lot near the Football Stadium





 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

ED GIBBS KW4GF

                     Assistant Section Manager

      KW4GF@ARRL.NET


